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Client Notice 

Discontinuation of Urine SSA cascaded test
Effective July 5, 2021, LifeLabs will discontinue Urine Sulfosalicylic Acid (SSA) cascaded test used to confirm elevated protein on the chemical urinalysis screen when urine pH is ≥ 8.0. 

This decision is based on:

· Highly manual test with subjective interpretation, considered historical and no longer recommended to laboratories.1-3
· Very low rate of detection of false positive protein urinalysis screens at LifeLabs (0.2 – 0.4 % of all chemical urinalysis tests).
· Availability of quantitative urine protein tests (random and 24-h) with superior sensitivity, to confirm a clinical suspicion of proteinuria.
Effective July 5, 2021, LifeLabs will provide the following interpretive comment with all urinalysis detectable protein levels in the context of urine pH ≥ 8.0: 

“pH ≥ 8.0 can cause a false positive protein result.  Please repeat with random urine protein or 24-hr urine protein for investigation of proteinuria if clinically indicated."
For further information, please contact the LifeLabs clinical biochemist below, or LifeLabs Customer Care Centre at 1-877-849-3637.
We welcome your feedback!
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